
Year 1 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 2/14/14) 

Quarter 1, Fall 2014: Stories of God’s Care 
           

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 
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 1. Aug. 31 The Good 

Shepherd 

Psalm 23 God is our shepherd who sees that we have 

what we need and protects us, even during hard 

times. 

To know the comfort 

of the Good 

Shepherd. 

2. Sept. 7 The Good 

Shepherd 

and the lost 

sheep 

Psalm 23; 

Matthew 18:10–

14; John 10:1–4 

God is like a shepherd looking for one lost 

sheep. The shepherd knows each sheep by 

name and rejoices at finding the lost. 

To know the comfort 

of the Good 

Shepherd. 

3. Sept. 14 The Good 

Shepherd 

and the 

wolf 

Psalm 23; 

Matthew 18:10–

14; John 10:1–16 

Jesus is the good shepherd who cares for the 

sheep better than hired hands. He knows the 

sheep and protects them from wolves. 

To know the comfort 

of the Good 

Shepherd. 
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4. Sept. 21 

 

A garden in 

Eden 

Genesis 2:4–19 God formed a man and animals from the dust. 

God planted a garden home for them. God put 

the man in the garden to care for it and brought 

animals to him for naming. 

To learn about God’s 

care through the 

stories in Genesis. 

 

5. Sept 28 Noah and 

God’s 

promise 

Genesis 6:9–9:29 Noah built an ark which saved his family and 

pairs of animals. After the great flood, God gave 

the rainbow as an everlasting promise. 

To learn about God’s 

care through the 

stories in Genesis. 

6. Oct.5 

 

 

Abram, 

Sarai, and 

Lot 

Genesis 12–13 At God’s command, Abram traveled to Canaan 

with his wife Sarai and nephew Lot. After strife 

between their herders, Abram and Lot 

separated peacefully. 

To learn about God’s 

care through the 

stories in Genesis. 
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7. Oct. 12 
 

Oct. 13: 

Thanksgiving 

(Canada) 

Moses is 

saved 

Exodus 2 Israelites suffered oppression in Egypt. Shiphrah 

and Puah saved Hebrew baby boys. Moses’ 

sister and Pharaoh’s daughter helped rescue 

Moses. 

To hear stories of 

God’s compassion 

and faithfulness. 

8. Oct. 19 The Exodus  Exodus 7:1–

15:21 

God sent ten plagues before the Pharaoh 

agreed to let the people go. The Pharaoh 

pursued them but God led the Israelites 

through the water to freedom. 

To hear stories of 

God’s compassion 

and faithfulness. 

9. Oct. 26 In the 

wilderness  

Exodus 15:22–

17:7 

 

In the wilderness, the Israelites complained 

about the lack of food and water. God heard 

their cries and gave them quails and enough 

bread and water for each day. 

To hear stories of 

God’s compassion 

and faithfulness. 

10. Nov. 2 Ten 

command-

ments 

Exodus 19–20 The Israelites reached Mount Sinai and received 

the Ten Commandments. God gave laws and 

covenanted to be with the people as they 

entered the Promised Land. 

To hear stories of 

God’s compassion 

and faithfulness. 

11. Nov. 9 The 

Promised 

Land 

Joshua 1–4 Joshua led the Israelites across the Jordan River. 

Leaders gathered stones for a monument 

marking where God again parted the waters for 

the Israelites.  

To hear stories of 

God’s compassion 

and faithfulness. 

12. Nov. 16 

 

The temple, 

a house for 

God 

1 Kings 6; 8 Solomon built a grand temple in Jerusalem and 

brought the ark of the covenant to rest there. 

Solomon’s prayer of dedication included both 

Israelites and foreigners. 

To hear stories of 

God’s compassion 

and faithfulness. 

13. Nov. 23   

 
Nov. 27: 

Thanksgiving 

(U.S.) 

God 

restores the 

people  

2 Kings 24:18–

25:21, Ezra 1–6 

Babylon attacked Jerusalem, taking  the Judeans 

into exile. Later, King Cyrus of Persia sent the 

Israelites back to rebuild their temple, 

eventually rededicating it. 

To hear stories of 

God’s compassion 

and faithfulness. 

 

 

  



Year 1 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 2/14/14) 

Quarter 2, Winter 2014–15: Journeys with Jesus 
                   

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 
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1. Nov. 30 

 

 

Prophets 

show the 

way 

Isaiah 40:1–11 The prophet brings news of comfort, clearing 

paths in the desert, leveling the ground. God 

will carry lambs in his arms. 

To join others on the 

way to Bethlehem. 

2. Dec. 7 John the 

Baptist 

shows the 

way 

Mark 1:1–8 John the Baptist proclaimed the good news in 

the wilderness. He urged people to repent and 

prepare for one who would come and baptize 

with the Holy Spirit. 

To join others on the 

way to Bethlehem. 

3. Dec. 14 An angel 

shows the 

way 

Luke 1:26–56 The angel Gabriel visited Mary, saying that she 

would give birth to the Son of God. Mary was 

amazed but humbly accepted her place in God’s 

plan. 

To join others on the 

way to Bethlehem. 

4. Dec. 21 Jesus is 

born 

Luke 2:1–7 Jesus was born in a Bethlehem stable while 

Joseph and Mary were there registering in a 

census. Mary wrapped him and laid him in a 

manger. 

To join others on the 

way to Bethlehem. 

5. Dec. 28 Shepherds 

show the 

way 

Luke 2:1–20 Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to register 

in the census and Jesus was born there. An 

angel told nearby shepherds of the birth and 

they came to see Jesus. 

To join others on the 

way to Bethlehem. 

6. Jan 4 
 

Epiphany 

Sunday 

Light for all 

people 

(Story of the 

magi) 

Matthew 2:1–12 The magi came from the east to honor Jesus 

and offer gifts. They were warned in a dream to 

not tell Herod where they had found the baby. 

To join others on the 

way to Bethlehem. 
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7. Jan. 11 Jesus calls 

disciples 

Mark 1:16–20 By Lake Galilee, Jesus invited the fishermen 

brothers Simon and Andrew, and James and 

John, to come with him.  They left their nets and 

followed. 

To hear the stories of 

Jesus in Galilee. 

8. Jan. 18 Jesus heals 

a mother 

Mark 1:29–34 Upon leaving the synagogue, Jesus went to 

Simon home. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick 

with a fever. Jesus healed her and she then 

served them a meal. 

To hear the stories of 

Jesus in Galilee. 

9. Jan. 25 Jesus and 

five friends 

Mark 2:1–12 Four friends lowered a paralyzed man through 

the roof of a house where Jesus was teaching. 

Jesus forgave the man his sins and healed him. 

People were amazed. 

To hear the stories of 

Jesus in Galilee. 

10. Feb. 1 Jesus heals 

a daughter 

Mark 5:21–43 Jairus begged Jesus to come heal his sick 

daughter. On the way, Jairus got a message that 

the daughter had died. Jesus restored her to 

life. 

To hear the stories of 

Jesus in Galilee. 

11. Feb. 8 Food for all Mark 6:30–44 A large crowd followed Jesus to a wilderness 

area. Jesus taught the people then fed them 

using five loaves and two fish. Thousands ate 

and were satisfied. 

To hear the stories of 

Jesus in Galilee. 

12. Feb. 15 Jesus walks 

on water  

Mark 6:45-52 Jesus stayed to pray. The disciples rowed across 

the lake, against the wind. Jesus frightened 

them walking by, but stopped, calming them 

and the storm. 

To hear the stories of 

Jesus in Galilee. 

13. Feb. 22 

 
Lent 1 

Loving each 

other 

Mark 12:28–34 A scribe asked what the most important 

commandment is. Jesus told him that the first 

commandment is to love God; the second is to 

love your neighbor as yourself. 

To love and care for 

others as Jesus did. 

  



Year 1 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 2/14/14) 
 

Quarter 3, Spring 2015: God’s Good News        
          

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 
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1. Mar. 1 
 

Lent 2 

 

Jesus loves 

children 

Mark 10:13–16 

 

People brought children to Jesus. The disciples 

tried to turn them away but Jesus welcomed 

them and said that the kingdom belongs to 

children. 

To join Jesus on the 

way to Jerusalem. 

2. Mar. 8 

 
Lent 3 

Jesus and 

Bartimaeus 

Mark 10:46–52 A beggar named Bartimaeus called out to Jesus 

despite the crowd’s attempt to quiet him. Jesus 

healed his blindness and  Bartimaeus followed 

Jesus. 

To join Jesus on the 

way to Jerusalem. 

3. Mar. 15 

 
Lent 4 

Mary 

anoints 

Jesus 

John 12:1–8 Mary honored Jesus as she anointed his feet 

with costly perfume and wiped them with her 

hair. One disciple criticized her actions but Jesus 

defended her. 

To join Jesus on the 

way to Jerusalem. 

4. Mar. 22 

 
Lent 5 

Jesus rides 

into 

Jerusalem 

Mark 11:1–11  Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Many 

people gathered along the way to spread cloaks, 

wave leafy branches, and shout, “Hosanna in 

the highest heaven.” 

To join Jesus on the 

way to Jerusalem. 

5. Mar. 29 

 
Lent 6 

Jesus and 

Passover  

Mark 14:12–49; 

Mark 15  

Jesus shared Passover with his disciples. 

Afterward, Jesus prayed in a garden where he 

was arrested. He was later nailed to a cross and 

died. 

To hear the story of 

Jesus death and 

resurrection. 

6. Apr. 5 

 
Easter 

Jesus is 

risen! 

Mark 16:1–8 Mary Magdalene, another Mary, and Salome 

went to anoint Jesus’ body. In the tomb a young 

man told them Jesus had been raised. The 

women fled. 

To hear the story of 

Jesus death and 

resurrection. 

7. Apr. 12 Jesus 

appears to 

disciples  

John 21:1–14 The disciples fished all night and caught 

nothing. Jesus appeared and told them to cast 

their nets on the other side. Jesus fed them and 

they recognized him. 

To hear the story of 

Jesus death and 

resurrection. 

S
h
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8. Apr. 19 Parable of 

the sower 

Mark 4:3–9; 13–

20 

Some of a sower’s seed fell on the path, rocky 

ground, thorns, and good soil. Jesus interpreted 

the seed as the word of the kingdom. 

To hear and respond 

to a parable Jesus 

told. 

9. Apr. 26 Parable of 

the mustard 

seed 

Mark 4:30–32 Jesus compared God’s kingdom to a small 

mustard seed that grows into a large tree with 

room for birds to make nests. 

To hear and respond 

to a parable Jesus 

told. 

10. May 3 Parable of 

the yeast 

Matthew 13:33 Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to what 

happens when a woman mixes a little yeast 

with flour. The dough gets much bigger. 

To hear and respond 

to a parable Jesus 

told. 

11. May 10 Parable of 

the lamp 

Mark 4:21–22; 

Matthew 5:15–

16 

Jesus said that when you light a lamp, you don’t 

cover it up, but put it on a stand.  Secret things 

will come to light.      

To hear and respond 

to a parable Jesus 

told. 

12. May 17 Parable of 

the treasure 

Matthew 13:44 The kingdom of heaven is like finding a treasure 

in a field. A person will sell everything to buy 

the field and be happy. 

To hear and respond 

to a parable Jesus 

told. 

13. May 24 Parable of 

the pearl 

Matthew 13:45–

46 

The kingdom of heaven is like a shop owner 

looking for pearls who finds a valuable one and 

sells everything to buy it.   

To hear and respond 

to a parable Jesus 

told. 
 

  



Year 1 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 2/14/14) 

 

Quarter 4, Summer 2015: God’s Creation     
 

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 
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1. May 31 

 

 

God makes 

a world 

(Days 1–2) 

Genesis 1:1–6 God created light to shine, created day and 

night, separated water from sky, and called it all 

good. 

To enjoy the 

goodness of God’s 

creation. 

2. Jun. 7 God makes 

plants 

Genesis 1:1–19 In addition, God separated the land from ocean, 

made plants to grow, created sun and moon, 

and called it all good. 

To enjoy the 

goodness of God’s 

creation. 

3. Jun. 14 God made 

birds and 

animals 

Genesis 1:1–25  God also created birds, creatures to live in the 

sea, and animals to live on the land, and called 

it all good. 

To enjoy the 

goodness of God’s 

creation. 

4. Jun. 21 God makes 

people 

Genesis 1:1–2:3 God created men and women in God’s image. 

They were also to care for the earth. Then on 

the seventh day, God rested. 

To enjoy the 

goodness of God’s 

creation. 
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5. Jun. 28 God’s wings 

of 

protection 

Psalm 36:7–9; 

57:1; and 63:7  

God’s wings provide shelter and help. God also 

gives a feast, life, and light. God’s wings provide 

protection. 

To learn from 

examples in God’s 

world. 

6. Jul. 5 We are like 

trees 

Psalm 1:1–3  Following God’s law makes people happy.  Like 

trees they produce fruit in season and always 

have leaves. 

To learn from 

examples in God’s 

world. 

7. Jul. 12 We are like 

deer 

Psalm 42:1–5 Like deer thirst for streams of water, we thirst 

for God.  When discouraged we can trust in 

God’s  help that will give reason to praise. 

To learn from 

examples in God’s 

world. 

8. Jul. 19 Creation 

sings 

Psalm 148 Let everything praise the Lord: sun, moon, stars, 

heavens, creatures, mountains, hills--and all 

men , women, and children. 

To celebrate with 

God’s world. 
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9. Jul. 26 Animal 

homes 

Psalm 104:10–

14, 16–18 

God provides sustenance and protection for all, 

from singing birds and human beings to the 

young lions and sea creatures. 

To trust God’s loving 

care for all creatures. 

10.  Aug. 2 Animals by 

day and 

night 

Psalm 104: 20–

23 

Forest animals and lions hunt for food during 

the night, retiring during the day when people 

go out to work. 

To trust God’s loving 

care for all creatures. 

11. Aug. 9 A song  for 

walking 

outdoors 

Psalm 121 Pilgrims to Jerusalem sang this song on their 

journey. Help comes from God, creator of 

heaven and earth. We can trust in Gods’ care 

both day and night. 

To trust God’s loving 

care.  

12. Aug. 16 Sharing the 

harvest 

Leviticus 23:22; 

Ruth 2 

God told the people to leave part of their 

harvest for people who had no land. Boaz 

shared the bounty of the land with Ruth. He 

honored Ruth for her devotion to Naomi. 

To trust God’s loving 

care for all people. 

13. Aug. 23 Birds and 

lilies 

Matthew 6:25–

34 

God cares for the birds and flowers and is able 

to care for us.  Worrying doesn’t help; God 

knows our needs and will provide. 

To trust God’s loving 

care. 

 



Year 2 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 

Quarter 1, Fall 2015: God’s Blessing and Care           Use the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:22–26 in sending in Sessions 4–7  
 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 
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1. Aug. 30 

 

 

Precious in 

God’s sight 

Psalm 139:1–18 

(With special 

emphasis on 

verses 13–18) 

God formed us in all our complexity and knows 

us inside and out, better than we know 

ourselves. God’s ways are mysterious to us, but 

wherever we are, God is there. 

To understand that 

God knows and loves 

us 

2. Sept. 6 

 

A 

shepherd’s 

care 

Psalm 23 The psalmist said that God is our shepherd and 

sees what we need. God guides us and protects 

us even in hard times.  

To know that God 

cares for us 

3. Sept. 13 

(Grand-

parents’ 

Day—U.S.) 

Let the 

children 

come 

Luke 18:15–17 Jesus rebuked the disciples for sending children 

away. Jesus then welcomed and blessed the 

children. He said children are models of 

receiving God’s kingdom 

To understand that 

Jesus welcomes us 
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4. Sept. 20 Love the 

Lord 

Deuteronomy 

6:4–9 

Moses told the people to talk about God’s ways 

with children. In Hebrew this passage begins 

with “Shema” which is also the name of this 

daily Jewish prayer.  

To hear and respond 

to prayers in the 

Bible 

5. Sept. 27 A prayer of 

blessing 

2 Timothy 1:2–7; 

Philippians 1:2–5 

 

Paul speaks to Timothy as a beloved child, 

nurtured in faith by his grandmother and 

mother. Philippians offers an example loving 

prayers among God’s people. 

To hear and respond 

to prayers in the 

Bible 

6. Oct. 4 A prayer of 

praise 

Psalm 98 The psalmist praises God’s steadfast love and 

faithfulness to all creation.  All the earth should 

make a joyful noise, praising God with 

instruments and song.  

To hear and respond 

to prayers in the 

Bible 

7. Oct. 11 
(Thanksgiving 

Day in 

Canada—12
th

) 

Jesus 

teaches a 

prayer 

Luke 11:1–3 Jesus, who would have prayed the Shema each 

day, taught the disciples a prayer asking God for 

daily needs.  

To hear and respond 

to prayers in the 

Bible 

Ju
d

g
e
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8. Oct. 18 Gideon Judges 6:1–7:23 

 

 

God asked Gideon to deliver Israel from the 

Midianites. Several signs from God gave Gideon 

courage to follow an unusual way of routing an 

enemy.  

To hear about people 

who listened to God 

9. Oct. 25 Ruth and 

Naomi 
Ruth 1–4 

 

 

After the death of her husband, Ruth went to 

Judah with her mother-in-law, Naomi. Boaz saw 

Ruth gleaning in his fields and helped her. Ruth 

and Boaz married. 

To appreciate a story 

of friendship and 

kindness 

10. Nov. 1 The boy 

Samuel 

1 Samuel 1–3 

 

 

Samuel was raised in the temple by the priest, 

Eli. One night God called young Samuel by 

name. This was the beginning of Samuel’s 

prophetic role in Israel. 

To hear about people 

who listened to God 

11. Nov. 8 Saul 

becomes 

king 

1 Samuel 8–

10:25 

While Saul was looking for the family donkeys 

he met Samuel. Samuel anointed Saul to be the 

first king over Israel and later presented him to 

the people. 

 

To ponder stories of 

God’s call 

12. Nov. 15 Samuel 

anoints 

David 

1 Samuel 16:1–

13 

Saul disobeyed God and God sent Samuel to 

anoint another king for Israel. The sons of Jesse 

passed before Samuel. David, the youngest, was 

chosen by God to be king. 

To ponder stories of 

God’s call 

13. Nov. 22 
(Thanksgiving 

Day in U.S.—

26
th

) 

A 

shepherd’s 

music 

1 Samuel 16:14–

23 

David, the shepherd boy, was called into Saul’s 

service to play the harp. His music calmed the 

king’s troubled spirit.  

To appreciate a story 

of helping others  

 

 

  



Year 2 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 

Quarter 2, Winter 2015–16: Journeys with Jesus                   
 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 

A
d

v
e

n
t 

a
n

d
 C

h
ri

st
m

a
s 

1. Nov. 29 

(First week of 

Advent) 

An angel 

brings good 

news 

Luke 1:5-25 The angel Gabriel said Zechariah and Elizabeth 

would have a son named John. Zechariah became 

mute until John was born. 

To rejoice with 

Elizabeth and 

Zechariah 

2. Dec. 6 
(Second week 

of Advent) 

Zechariah 

rejoices  

Luke 1:57–80 
(Especially emphasize 

verses 76-80 and the 

prophesy of light 

dawning, and peace) 

After the baby was born and named, Zechariah 

was able to speak again he praised God with a 

prayer song. The song included words of 

prophecy. 

To rejoice with 

Elizabeth and 

Zechariah 

3. Dec. 13 
(Third week of 

Advent) 

An angel 

visits Mary 

Luke 1:26–56 The angel Gabriel visited Mary. Mary would give 

birth to God’s son, naming him Jesus. Mary was 

willing and went to tell Elizabeth, praising God. 

To be amazed at the 

angel’s message 

4. Dec. 20 
(Fourth week 

of Advent) 

Jesus is 

born 

  

Luke 2:1–20 Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to register in 

the census. Jesus was born there. An angel told 

nearby shepherds of the birth and they came to 

see Jesus. 

To be amazed at 

Jesus’ birth. 

5. Dec. 27 Baby Jesus 

is presented 

to God 

Luke 2:21–40 Jesus received his name at eight days old. Later, 

Mary and Joseph presented baby Jesus at the 

temple. Simeon and the prophet Anna 

acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah. 

To be amazed with 

Simeon and Anna 

6. Jan. 3 Magi follow 

the star 

Matthew 2:1–12 Important travelers came from the east to honor 

Jesus and offer gifts. They followed a star to find 

the child and returned by a different route to 

avoid King Herod.  

To be amazed with 

the magi 

S
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7. Jan. 10 Young Jesus 

visits 

Jerusalem 

Luke 2:41–52 Jesus went to the temple with his parents for 

Passover. The family started to return home, but 

Jesus stayed behind to study with the teachers, 

upsetting his parents. 

To discover what was 

important to Jesus  

8. Jan. 17 Jesus brings 

good news 

Luke 4:14–30 Jesus read from Isaiah in his hometown synagogue 

and then preached. His words amazed people, but 

then they rejected his message and drove him 

away. 

To discover what was 

important to Jesus 

9. Jan. 24 Jesus calls 

disciples 

Luke 5:1–11 Jesus told Simon to cast his net into the deep 

water. Simon and his partners obeyed and caught 

many fish. Simon, James, and John then left 

everything to follow Jesus. 

To hear Jesus call to 

follow  

10. Jan. 31 Jesus stills a 

storm 
Luke 8:22–25 Jesus got into a boat with the disciples to cross to 

the other side of the lake. When a dangerous 

windstorm arose, Jesus spoke to the wind and 

calmed the storm. 

To wonder at Jesus’ 

power 

11. Feb. 7 Jesus heals 

a sick 

woman 

 

Luke 8:40; 43–48 

 

A woman touched Jesus’ cloak and was healed of 

her illness. Though pressed by crowds, Jesus knew 

someone was seeking healing and spoke to the 

woman.  

To wonder at Jesus’ 

power  

 

12. Feb. 14 Jesus visits 

Mary and 

Martha 

Luke 10:38–42 Mary and Martha welcomed Jesus into their 

home. Mary sat and listened to Jesus’ teachings. 

Martha resented it when her sister did not help 

with chores.  

To see Jesus as a 

friend who cares 

13. Feb. 21 One leper 

says thank 

you 

Luke 17:11–19 Ten lepers approached Jesus and asked for mercy. 

After their healing, only a Samaritan praised God 

and thanked Jesus. 

To see Jesus as a 

friend who cares 

 

14. Feb. 28 Zacchaeus 

meets Jesus 

Luke 19:1–10 Zacchaeus, a tax collector, climbed a tree to see 

Jesus, and welcomed Jesus to his home. He said he 

would give generously to the poor and to any he 

had defrauded. 

To see Jesus as a 

friend who cares 

  



Year 2 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 
 

Quarter 3, Spring 2016: God’s Good News        
          

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 
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1. Mar. 6 

 

 

Jesus rides 

into 

Jerusalem 

Luke 19:28–40 

 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Many 

people gathered along the way, spread cloaks, 

and praised God for Jesus’ coming. 

To experience Jesus’ 

last days with his 

friends 

2. Mar. 13 The Last 

Supper 

Luke 22:1–28  Judas sought to betray Jesus. Jesus shared 

Passover with his disciples, offering them bread 

and cup. He said the betrayer was among them; 

they argued about greatness. 

To experience Jesus’ 

last days with his 

friends 

3. Mar. 20 Jesus’ 

crucifixion 

 

Luke 23:33–56  

 

 

Jesus was crucified between two criminals. 

Noontime darkness fell over the land as Jesus 

died. Joseph of Arimathea buried Jesus’ body in 

a rock-hewn tomb. 

To hear the story of 

Jesus’ death and 

resurrection 

4. Mar. 27  
(Easter) 

Jesus is 

risen! 

Luke 24:1–12 

 

Women came to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ 

body. Two men in dazzling clothes said Jesus 

had risen. The women told the disciples. Only 

Peter believed them. 

To hear the story of 

Jesus’ death and 

resurrection 

5. Apr. 3 Walking to 

Emmaus 

Luke 24:13–35 Two followers met Jesus on the road to 

Emmaus. They talked about Jesus’ death, but 

did not recognize Jesus until later that day when 

he broke bread with them. 

To hear the story of 

Jesus’ death and 

resurrection 

6. Apr. 10 Jesus 

appears to 

Thomas 

John 20:19–29 Thomas was not with the disciples when the 

resurrected Jesus appeared. He found their 

story difficult to believe. A week later Thomas 

also experienced the risen Christ. 

To hear the story of 

Jesus’ death and 

resurrection 
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7. Apr. 17 The good 

Samaritan 

Luke 10:25–37 A lawyer asked Jesus how to inherit eternal life. 

Jesus responded with a parable about a good 

Samaritan. Mercy and care can come from 

unlikely places. 

To hear and respond 

to the stories Jesus 

told  

8. Apr. 24 

 

Sharing 

bread at 

night 

Luke 11:5–13 Jesus told the parable of a friend who came at 

night in need of bread. Though the neighbor 

was already in bed he got up because the friend 

was persistent. 

To hear and respond 

the stories Jesus told 

9. May 1 Sparrows 

and God’s 

care 

Luke 12:6–7 Jesus taught that we need not be afraid. 

Humans are of infinite value to God. God who 

notices the sparrows will certainly care for us.  

To hear and respond 

to the stories Jesus 

told 

10. May 8 

(Mother’s 

Day—U.S.) 

Seeds and 

yeast 

Luke 13:18–21 Jesus told two parables: the parable of the 

mustard seed and the parable of the yeast. He 

spoke of the seed growing over time and of a 

little leaven bringing new life.  

To hear and respond 

to the stories Jesus 

told 

11. May 15 Finding the 

lost sheep 

Luke 15:3–7 In Jesus’ story a shepherd searched for a lost 

sheep. When he found the sheep, the shepherd 

gathered friends to celebrate with him. 

To hear Jesus’ stories 

of the lost being 

found. 

12. May 22 Finding the 

lost coin 

Luke 15:8–10 Jesus told the story of a woman who looked 

diligently for a lost coin. She called her friends 

to rejoice with her when the lost was found.  

To hear Jesus’ stories 

of the lost being 

found 

13. May 29 Welcome 

home 

Luke 15:11–32 Jesus told a parable about a man with two sons. 

One left home yet the father longed for his 

return. When he finally returned the father 

welcomed him home with open arms. 

To hear Jesus’ stories 

of the lost being 

found  

 

  



Year 2 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 

Quarter 4, Summer 2016: Catch the Spirit     
 

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 

T
h

e
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st
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h

u
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h
 

1. June 5 

 

 

Jesus’ 

ascension 

 

Luke 24: 50–53; 

Acts 1:1–11 

 

After his resurrection, Jesus appeared and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. He blessed the 

disciples before ascending to heaven and 

promised to return again in the same way. 

To hear about the 

promise and coming 

of God’s spirit 

2. June 12 

 

Pentecost Acts 2:1–41 At Pentecost, Jesus’ followers were filled with the 

Holy Spirit. Peter quoted the prophet Joel and 

preached about Jesus. Some 3,000 people joined 

the community.  

To hear about the 

promise and coming 

of God’s spirit 

3. June 19 

(Father’s  

Day—U.S.) 

Enough for 

all 

 

Acts 2:42-47; 

4:32-37 

 

The followers of Jesus devoted themselves to 

study, prayer, and eating together. By sharing 

their possession they cared for widows and others 

in need. God kept adding to their numbers.  

To notice how Jesus’ 

followers  lived and 

shared 

4. June 26 Healing in 

Jesus’ name 

Acts 3:1–10 As Peter and John went the temple, Peter healed a 

man lame since birth. An astonished crowd 

gathered to watch the man walking, leaping, and 

praising God. 

To notice how Jesus’ 

followers  lived and 

shared 

 

5. July 3 Philip and 

the 

Ethiopian 

Acts 8:4–8; 26–

40 

God’s spirit directed Philip to catch up with an 

important Ethiopian official riding in a chariot. 

Philip shared the good news and the official asked 

to be baptized.  

To notice how Jesus’ 

followers  lived and 

shared 

 

6. July 10 Dorcas 

helps others 

Acts 9:32–43 Peter visited the saints in Lydda. Tabitha, a disciple 

who did many kind acts, became ill and died. God 

answered Peter’s prayer and she returned to life 

and health. 

To notice how Jesus’ 

followers  lived and 

shared 

 

P
a

u
l 

a
n

d
 F

ri
e

n
d

s 

7. July 17 Saul and the 

light from 

heaven 

Acts 9:1–22 Saul persecuted Christians. On the road to 

Damascus, God blinded him. After Ananias healed 

and baptized him, he began to proclaim Jesus as 

Son of God. 

To meet early 

followers of Jesus 

8. July 24 Paul and 

Barnabas 

spread the 

good news 

Acts 13–14 Paul and Barnabas made their first missionary 

journey. They preached in Cyprus, sailed to 

Antioch, then preached in Iconium, Lystra, and 

Derbe. 

To meet early 

followers of Jesus 

 

9. July 31 Lydia Acts 16:11–15 

 

 

Timothy joined Paul and Silas. Lydia and her 

household became followers of Jesus. She invited 

Paul and his friends to stay at her home. 

To meet early 

followers of Jesus 

10. Aug. 7 Paul, Silas 

and the 

jailer 

Acts 16:16–40 Paul and Silas were imprisoned until an 

earthquake opened the prison doors. In the midst 

of these unusual happenings the jailer and his 

family became followers of Jesus. 

To meet early 

followers of Jesus 

11. Aug. 14 Aquila and 

Priscilla 

Acts 18:1–3, 18–

28 

 

 

Aquila and Priscilla were Jews whom Paul visited in 

Corinth. They travelled with Paul and explained 

the way of God to a believer named Apollos. 

To meet early 

followers of Jesus 

 

 

12. Aug. 21 The gift of 

love 

1 Corinthians 13 Paul wrote to the church in Corinth about the 

importance of love. Love, among followers of 

Jesus, matters more than any other good quality. 

To hear important 

words from Paul’s 

letters 

13. Aug. 28 Working 

together for 

peace 

Romans 12:9–21 

(+Romans 16)* 

 

Paul wrote to the church in Rome. He named 

many followers of Jesus and asked them to work 

together in peaceful, loving ways.  

To hear important 

words from Paul’s 

letters 
 

 

* Romans 16 is included so that the writer can use a lot of the names and visually represent that there were many followers of Jesus–coworkers, relatives, 

friends, house churches. Maybe even use some of the strange names for fun. Priscilla (Prisca) and Aquilla were mentioned earlier. 



Year 3 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 

 

Quarter 1, Fall 2016: Images of God’s Care     

           

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 

G
o

d
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s 
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k
e

 .
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 .
 

1. Sept. 4 

 

 

God is like a 

mother bird 

 

 

Deuteronomy 

32:4b 10–12, 18, 

Matthew 23:37 

 

In these passages, God is seen as an eagle 

hovering over its nest, as a mother giving birth, 

and as a mother hen gathering her brood of 

chicks.  

To find safety and 

comfort in God’s care 

 

2. Sept. 11 God is like a 

safe place 

Psalm 91 

 

The psalmist compares God’s faithfulness to an 

eagle’s wings that protect its young. God offers 

refuge and protection when people call out in 

times of trouble. 

To find safety and 

comfort in God’s care 

3. Sept. 18 God is like a 

shepherd 

 

Ezekiel 34:25–31 

  

Ezekiel’s message to the people reassures them 

of God’s loving care. God speaks as a shepherd 

to the sheep of his pasture. God will lead the 

sheep to good pastures. 

To know the 

protection and care 

of the good shepherd 

Li
g

h
t 

in
 t

h
e

 d
a
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n

e
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4. Sept. 25 

 

 

God leads 

the way 

Exodus 13:21–

22; 14:19–20 

When the Hebrew people escaped slavery in 

Egypt a pillar of fire lit the night and led the 

way. The pillar of light protected them when the 

Egyptian army pursued them. 

To know that God is 

like a light that 

guides and protects 

5. Oct. 2 Light of the 

world 

John 8:12; 9:1–7 Jesus tells the people he is the light of the 

world. Those who follow will have the light of 

life. He then heals a man who was unable to 

see. The man sees light for the first time. 

To recognize Jesus as 

light of the world 

6. Oct. 9 Let your 

light shine 

 

Matthew 5:14–

16 

 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus taught that 

God’s light shines through people to bring 

goodness to the world. Jesus’ followers should 

not hide their light. 

To know that we can 

shine God’s light to 

others 

S
to

ri
e

s 
o

f 
G

o
d
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e
o

p
le

 

7. Oct. 16 The story of 

Job 

Book of Job Job talked to God when bad things happened. 

God answered Job in a whirlwind of questions. 

Later Job experienced happiness again. 

To know God is with 

us in sad times 

8. Oct. 23 The prophet 

Jeremiah 

Book of 

Jeremiah 

God called Jeremiah at a young age. The 

Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem and took  

many people to Babylon. Then God spoke 

words of comfort through Jeremiah. 

To hear God’s 

message through the 

prophet 

9. Oct. 30 

 

 

The prophet 

Ezekiel 

Book of Ezekiel The people didn’t know if God would be with 

them in a strange land. God sent messages of 

hope through the prophet Ezekiel. 

To hear God’s 

message through the 

prophet 

10. Nov. 6 
 

 

Returning to 

Jerusalem 

Ezra 1 King Cyrus of Persia sent the Israelites back to 

Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Neighbors 

gave them gifts and Cyrus restored to them 

treasures from Jerusalem. 

To learn that God 

brought the people 

home 

11. Nov. 13 Rebuilding 

the temple 

Ezra 4–6 The rebuilding of the temple was halted, but 

King Darius gave permission for the work to 

continue. The temple was completed and 

dedicated to God with joy. 

To learn that God 

brought the people 

home 

12. Nov. 20 Reading 

God’s word 

together 

Nehemiah 8 The priest Ezra read to the people from the 

book of law. The people worshiped God, 

weeping and rejoicing. The community kept the 

Festival of Booths. 

To worship God 

together 

 

 

13. Nov. 27 

First week of 

Advent 

The prophet 

Isaiah  

 

Isaiah 1–33 

 

Isaiah responded to God’s call. He spoke to 

God’s people about vineyards, light, and a child 

who would be born to show the way.   

To hear God’s 

message through the 

prophet  
 

 

  



Year 3 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 

 

Quarter 2, Winter 2016–17: Journeys with Jesus 
                   

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 

A
d

v
e

n
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h
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m
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1. Dec. 4 

 

 

Walk in the 

light of the 

Lord  

Isaiah 2:1–5 

 

Isaiah foretold a time when people would seek 

to know the ways of God. When nations turn to 

God and follow God’s instruction, peace will 

follow. 

To prepare for the 

coming of Jesus. 

2. Dec. 11 An angel 

visits Joseph 

Matthew 1:18–

25 

Joseph learned that his intended wife Mary was 

pregnant. An angel told him that the child was 

from the Holy Spirit and should be named Jesus. 

To wonder at the 

angel’s message to 

Joseph. 

3. Dec. 18 Jesus is 

born! 

Luke 2:1–7 Jesus was born in a Bethlehem stable. Mary 

wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger.  

To rejoice in Jesus’ 

birth. 

4. Dec. 25 Shepherds  

find Jesus 

Luke 2:8–20 An angel told nearby shepherds of the birth and 

they came to see Jesus. Then they praised God, 

telling everyone around them what they had 

seen. 

To praise God with 

the shepherds. 

5. Jan. 1 A visit from 

the magi 

Matthew 2:1–12 The magi came from the east to honor Jesus 

and offer gifts. They were warned in a dream to 

not tell Herod where they had found the baby. 

To join the magi in 

worshiping Jesus. 

 

S
to

ri
e

s 
o

f 
 J

e
su

s 

6. Jan. 8 Jesus is 

baptized 

Matthew 3:13–

17 

John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. The 

Spirit of God descended on Jesus. He was 

identified as the Son of God. 

To marvel at God’s 

words to Jesus at his 

baptism. 

7. Jan. 15 Jesus in the 

desert 

Matthew 4:1–11 

 

Jesus fasted and then was tempted. Satan urged 

Jesus to create food, show off God’s power, and 

rule the world. Jesus rejected temptation with 

scriptures. 

To hear of  Jesus’ 

choices in the 

wilderness 

 

8. Jan. 22 Jesus calls 

disciples 

Matthew 4:18–

22 

When walking by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus called 

Peter, Andrew, James and John. They 

immediately left their fishing nets and boats 

and followed Jesus. 

To follow in the way 

of Jesus 

9. Jan. 29 Blessings 

from Jesus 

Matthew 5:1–12 Jesus taught the disciples on a mountain. He 

offered blessings to those who follow God’s 

ways of mercy, righteousness, and peace, rather 

than striving for worldly rewards. 

To follow in the way 

of Jesus 

10. Feb. 5 Give and 

pray 

  

Matthew 6:1–15 Jesus taught the disciples to give to charity 

anonymously and to pray humbly. God rewards 

faithful acts done in secret. 

To follow in the way 

of Jesus 

11. Feb. 12 Building on 

the rock 

 

Matthew 7:24–

27 

Jesus told this story: A wise builder chose solid 

rock for a foundation while a foolish builder 

chose sand. Only the wise builder’s house 

remained when the floods came. 

To hear the 

importance of 

following Jesus 

12. Feb. 19 Jesus heals 

a servant 

Matthew 8:5–13 A Roman centurion asked Jesus to heal his 

servant. The centurion said he was not worthy 

to have Jesus come to his house. Jesus healed 

the servant. 

To know that Jesus 

healed 

 

 

13. Feb. 26 Jesus stills 

the storm 

Matthew 8:23-

27 

 

Jesus slept while a night windstorm arose on 

the sea. The disciples woke him and Jesus 

calmed the wind. The disciples were amazed. 

To know that Jesus 

calmed the storm 

  



Year 3 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 
 

Quarter 3, Spring 2017: God’s Good News        
             

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 

Le
n

t 
a

n
d
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a
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e
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1. Mar. 5 

 

 

A boy 

shares his 

lunch 

John 6:1–15 A young boy shared five barley loaves and two 

fish with Jesus. Jesus blessed the food and fed 

about 5,000 in all. 

To hear what Jesus 

can do with a small 

gift 

2. Mar. 12 Crowds 

welcome 

Jesus 

Matthew 21:1–

11 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Crowds 

welcomed Jesus by shouting “Hosanna to the 

Son of David.” They spread cloaks and branches 

on the road. 

To celebrate with the 

crowd that 

welcomed Jesus 

3. Mar. 19 Jesus raises 

Lazarus 

John 11:1–44 Lazarus of Bethany died and was entombed. 

After four days, Jesus arrived. He wept with 

Mary and Martha. Jesus commanded Lazarus to 

come out and Lazarus did so. 

To hear that Jesus 

raised Lazarus 

4. Mar. 26 A woman 

anoints 

Jesus 

Matthew 26:6–

13 

  

Two days before Passover, a woman honored 

Jesus by anointing his head with costly 

ointment. Jesus said her loving action would be 

remembered. 

To show our love to 

Jesus 

5. Apr. 2 The Last 

Supper 

Matthew 26:1–5, 

14–30  

 

Judas sought to betray Jesus. Jesus shared 

Passover with his disciples, offering them bread 

and cup. He said the betrayer was among them. 

To hear how Jesus 

shared Passover with 

the disciples 

6. Apr. 9 Jesus dies 

on a cross 

 

Matthew 27:1–

2; 45–61  

 

Jesus was arrested and crucified by Roman 

soldiers.  Mary Magdalene and other women 

stayed nearby. Joseph of Arimathea placed 

Jesus body in a tomb. 

To remember Jesus’ 

death 

7. Apr. 16 

 

Easter 

Jesus is 

risen! 

John 20:1–18  Mary Magdalene and two disciples searched the 

tomb, unable to find Jesus. Jesus appeared to 

Mary Magdalene who told the disciples what 

Jesus had said.  

To celebrate Jesus’ 

resurrection 

F
o
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o
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h
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p

e
a
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8. Apr. 23 

 

Isaac and 

the wells 

Genesis 26:12–

33 

 

The Philistines envied Isaac and stopped up his 

wells. Isaac moved on, instead of fighting. The 

king saw that God was with Isaac and made a 

covenant of peace with him. 

To see an example of 

peacemaking 

9. Apr. 30 Abigail 1 Samuel 25:1–

35 

Nabal insulted David. In response, David and his 

men prepared for war. Nabal’s wife, Abigail, 

averted war by offering gifts and apologizing for 

Nabal’s actions. 

To see an example of 

peacemaking 

10. May 7 Elisha turns 

back the 

soldiers 

2 Kings 6:8–23 Enemy soldiers surrounded Elisha’s town. Elisha 

led the blinded soldiers to the king of Israel 

where they ate together. The Arameans did not 

attack after that.  

To see an example of 

peacemaking 

11. May 14 Loving each 

other 

Mark 12:28–34 A scribe asked what the most important 

commandment is. Jesus told him that the first 

commandment is to love God; the second is to 

love your neighbor as yourself. 

To treat others with 

kindness 

12. May 21 Respect 

everyone 

 

James 2:1–13 James said that Christians must not favor the 

wealthy over the poor. They are to love their 

neighbors as themselves and show mercy to 

others. 

To be fair to 

everyone 

 

13. May 28 A time of 

peace 

Zechariah 8:1–8 Zechariah pictured a community shaped by 

God’s peace. The old and young will be in the 

streets together. All ages will feel secure and 

enjoy life together. 

To imagine peaceful 

communities 

 

  



Year 3 Bible Outline for Early Childhood (as of 1/8/14) 

Quarter 4, Summer 2017: Following God    
 

 Date Title Scripture text Bible story Purpose statements 

E
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1. June 4 

 

 

Elijah and 

the ravens 

1 Kings 17:1–7 While Elijah hid from King Ahab in the Wadi 

Cherith, God commanded ravens to bring him 

food. The ravens brought bread and meat 

morning and night. 

To hear stories of 

God’s care 

 

2. June 11 The widow 

of 

Zarephath 

1 Kings 17:8–16 God told Elijah to stay with a widow who only 

had a little flour and oil left. After she shared, 

the oil and flour kept replenishing 

To see an example of 

sharing 

3. June 18 Elijah and 

the silence 

1 Kings 19:1–16 Elijah ran away from Jezebel’s wrath. On Mt. 

Horeb, God met Elijah not in wind, earthquake, 

or fire, but in sheer silence. God said that Elisha 

would succeed Elijah. 

To notice that God 

came in the silence 

4. June 25 Elisha and the 

Shunammite 

woman 

2 Kings 4:8–37 A Shunammite woman made a room for Elisha 

to stay in. In return, Elisha prophesied she’d 

have a son. When the boy died later, Elisha 

raised him. 

To hear a story of 

hospitality and 

healing 

5. July 2 

 

 A young girl 

and 

Naaman 

 

2 Kings 5:1–19 An Israelite servant girl told Naaman, a 

commander in Aram, that a prophet in Israel 

might cure his leprosy. Naaman went and Elisha 

healed him. 

To notice God at 

work through the 

small and powerless 

S
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e

s 
o

f 
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u
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6. July 9 Daniel and 

the lions 

Daniel 6 Daniel was a respected ruler, making other 

rulers jealous. They created a law to trap Daniel. 

Daniel entered the lion’s den, prayed to God, 

and was saved. 

To hear that God 

kept Daniel safe from 

the lions 

7. July 16 Shadrach, 

Meshach, 

and 

Abednego 

Daniel 3 King Nebuchadnezzar ordered people to 

worship an idol. Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego refused and were thrown into a 

furnace. With God’s help, they survived. 

To see how God 

rescued Shadrach, 

Meshach, and 

Abednego 

8. July 23 Queen 

Esther 

Esther 2–7; 

9:24–32 

The king chose Esther, a Jew, to be his queen. 

When Haman convinced the king to kill all Jews, 

Esther spoke up for them and saved them. 

To enjoy Esther’s 

cunning and courage 

F
o

ll
o

w
e
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f 
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s 

9. July 30 Matthew 

the tax 

collector 

Matthew 9:9–13 

 

Matthew left his tax booth and followed Jesus.  

Matthew and other tax collectors ate dinner 

with Jesus. People wondered why Jesus would 

associate with them. 

To know Matthew 

became Jesus’ friend 

10. Aug. 6 Peter 

 

Acts 12:1–17 

 

Peter was one of Jesus’ followers. After Jesus 

death and resurrection, Peter told many people 

about Jesus. He was put in prison then 

miraculously rescued. 

To follow the story of 

one of Jesus’ 

followers 

11. Aug. 13 Mary 

Magdalene 

Luke 8:1–3; John 

19:25; 20:11–18 

 

Mary Magdalene was a faithful follower of 

Jesus. She stood near the cross as Jesus died. 

Jesus appeared and spoke with her; she went to 

the disciples and told them. 

To hear a story of 

faithfulness 

12. Aug. 20 Barnabas Acts 4:36–37; 

9:26–31; 13:1–3 

 

Barnabas gave the money to help others. When 

the disciples were afraid to trust Paul, Barnabas 

spoke up for him. He traveled with Paul to tell 

others about Jesus. 

To observe the life of 

a faithful follower of 

Jesus 

13. Aug. 27 People of 

God  

1 Peter 2:9–17 

 

The book of Peter reminds believers that they 

are filled with God’s light. They have been 

chosen to be God’s own people.  

To affirm that we are 

part of God’s story 
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